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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IE This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1-6,8-14 and 16-21 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim{s) 1-6. 8-14. and 16-21 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: aO accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 185(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C, §§119 and 120 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or(f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received, 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) D Notice of References Cited {PTO-892) 

2) CH Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) n Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 



4) n Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) n Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: 
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Applicant's amendment filed December 16, 2003 has overcome the 35 U.S. C. 102(b) 
rejection of claims 1-3, 5, 6, 9-12, 14, and 17-19 by USPN 5,488,558 to Ohki. Examiner notes 
that Ohki does not disclose automatically starting image capture when a point is designated by 
said designation means. 

Applicant again argues that Murphy does not disclose that a user is able to designate an 
arbitrary point to be linked to an image to be taken, or to control the linking of the taken image to 
the designated point. 

In response, Examiner notes that, as was asserted in the previous Office Actions, Murphy 
discloses designating an arbitrary point to be linked to an image is controlled by a user moving to 
the location corresponding to that point and subsequently taking a picture. Therefore the very act 
of taking a picture is the designating means, wherein this is preformed by the user input of 
pressing the shutter button. As such all of the claim limitations are still taught by Murphy. 
Examiner notes the teaching in Murphy on column 16, lines 62-65 wherein an icon 422 
indicating the users current position is displayed on the displayed predetermined data, namely 
map data. In moving around the user moves the icon around map and thus enables the user to 
optionally designate an arbitrary point on the map, wherein the user input to actually designate a 
point is the pressing of the shutter button to take an image. As such, the starting of an image- 
taking operation is automatically started upon designating a point. Further, upon taking an image 
Murphy discloses generating link information as described on page 9, line 62 — page 10, line 5. 
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Examiner notes that Murphy does not disclose physically manipulating the display in 
order to designate a point, however does disclose automatically starting an image-taking 
operation when a point is designated. Examiner further notes that Ohki does disclose physically 
manipulating the display in order to designate a point, however does not disclose automatically 
starting an image-taking operation when a point is physically designated. Examiner notes that it 
is not apparent that there is any motivation to combine these two teachings using the Murphy and 
Ohki references. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-6, 8-14, and 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
(USPN 6,282,362 to Murphy et al). 

In regards to claim 1 Murphy et al, herein Murphy, discloses an image pickup apparatus 
comprising: 

an image sensor (e.g., column 8, line 66 - column 9 , line 8); 

storage means for storing predetermined data (e.g., the predetermined data is the map 
database; column 15, lines 18-20, 30-36); 

display means for displaying the predetermined data stored in said storage means (e.g., 
element 340 of Fig. 2); 

designation means for designating by user input on the predetermined data displayed on 
said display means an arbitrary point which is to be linked to an image to be taken (e.g., a user 
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designates a point on the pre-stored map by moving to that location and taking a picture; column 
14, lines 35-40; column 9, line 62 - column 10, line 12; column 16, lines 62-65); and 

generation means for automatically starting an image-taking operation when an arbitrary 
point is designated by said designation means, and for generating link information Hnking the 
image taken in the image-taking operation and the arbitrary point designated by said designation 
means (e.g., generating position and time data associated with the image; column 9, line 62 - 
column 10, line 5; column 11, lines 49-58). 

Note that Murphy discloses two different designation means for performing the same 
operation. In the recording mode the designation means is controlled by the user changing the 
location of the camera and the GPS system providing location information so as to display, in the 
form of an icon, a location on a map to link image data taken at that location, through depressing 
the shutter button, in the form of a hyperlink. In the playback mode the designation means is a 
cursor used to designate a hyperlink to bring up image data for that location on the map (column 
10, lines 61-65). Examiner is defining both of these control systems as a whole as the claimed 
designation means. 

In regards to claim 2 see examiners notes on the rejection of claim 1. Murphy discloses 
the "addition means" (column 10, lines 45 - 65; column 11, line 59 - column 12, line 1 1) 
wherein the link information is added to the map by the use of a hyperlink. 

In regards to claim 3 Murphy discloses that the playback unit downloads the image data 
for viewing (column 10, lines 1-5). 

In regards to claim 4, by the very nature of the designation means, as defined by the 
Examiner above, if muhiple images are taken at the same location then they are hnked to the 
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same point. Only when the user moves to a new location are the images linked with another 
point because the new location designates a new point on the map. Note that Murphy discloses 
the ability to take continuous and sequential images (column 12, line 49 - column 13, line 54). 

In regards to claim 5 see examiners notes on the rejection of claim 1 . 

In regards to claim 6 see examiners notes on the above rejections. Murphy discloses the 
ability to display the image data in lists or "hierarchy fashion according to said link information" 
(column 10, line 66 - column 11, line 6), 

In regards to claim 8 see column 11, line 66 - column 12, line 1 1 . 

In regards to claim 9 see examiners notes on the rejection for the above claims. Note 
column 15, lines 30-36. 

In regards to claim 10 see examiners notes on the rejection for the above claims. Note 
that Murphy discloses the association of "identification information" such as time information 
and index information with the link information. 

In regards to claim 1 1 see examiners notes on the rejection of claim 1 . 

In regards to claim 12 see examiners notes on the rejection of claim 2. 

In regards to claim 13 see examiners notes on the rejection of claim 4. 

In regards to claim 14 see examiners notes on the rejection of claim 5. 

In regards to claim 16 see examiners notes on the rejection of claims 8 and 1 1 . 

In regards to claim 17 see examiners notes on the rejection of claims 9 and 1 1 . 

In regards to claim 18 see examiners notes on the rejection of claims 10 and 11. 

In regards to claims 19-21 note that Murphy discloses the use of a microprocessor and 
stored programs in order to control the disclosed invention (column 15, lines 14-20). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian C. Genco who can be reached by phone at 703-305-7881 or 
by fax at 703-746-8325, The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 
7:30am to 4:30 pm and every other Friday 7:30am to 3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306, 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the customer service office whose telephone number is 703-308-4357. 

Brian C Genco 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2615 

January 26, 2004 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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